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ELIZABETH E. JOH 
U.C. Davis School of Law 

400 Mrak Hall Drive 

Davis, CA 95616 

eejoh@ucdavis.edu 

 

EXPERIENCE 

  University of California, Davis School of Law (2003-present). 

  Professor of Law: July 2007--; Acting Professor: July 2003-June 2007    

  Martin Luther King, Jr. Hall Research Scholar 2009-10, 2010-11 

Nominee, Distinguished Teaching Award (2005, 2010) 

  Courses:  Criminal Law, Constitutional Law, Criminal Procedure,  

Policing, Privatization of Criminal Justice, Law and Society, 

    Criminal Justice Externship (Faculty supervisor) 

 

  Stanford Law School (2008-2009). 

  Herman Phleger Visiting Professor of Law 

  Courses:  Criminal Procedure, Criminal Law, Police, Law & Society. 

 

 The Hon. Stephen Reinhardt, U.S. Court of Appeals, 9th Circuit (2002-2003). 

 

PUBLICATIONS  

 

DNA Theft: Recognizing the Crime of Nonconsensual Genetic Collection and Analysis, 

__ BOSTON UNIV. L. REV. __  (2011). 

 

Breaking the Law to Enforce It: Undercover Police Participation in Crime, 62 STAN. L. 

REV. 155 (2009). 

 

Imagining the Addict: Evaluating Social and Legal Responses to Addiction 

(symposium), 2009 UTAH L. REV. 175 (2009). 

 

Discretionless Policing: Technology and the Fourth Amendment,  95 CAL. L. REV. 199 

(2007) 

 Reprinted in Cynthia Lee (ed.), THE FOURTH AMENDMENT, SEARCHES 

& SEIZURES (2010). 

 

The Forgotten Threat: Private Police and the State (symposium), 13 IND. J. GLOBAL L. 

STUD. 357 (2006). 

 

Reclaiming “Abandoned” DNA: The Fourth Amendment and Genetic Privacy, 100 NW. 

UNIV. L. REV. 2 (2006). 

 Cited in Daniel Solve & Paul Schwartz (eds.), INFORMATION PRIVACY 

LAW (3d. ed. 2009). 

 

Conceptualizing the Private Police, 2005 UTAH L. REV. 573 (2005). 

 

The Paradox of Private Policing, 95 J. CRIM. L. & CRIMINOL. 49 (2004). 

 

Custom, Tribal Court Practice, and Popular Justice, 25 AM. INDIAN L. REV. 117 

(2001). 

 Excerpted in JUSTIN B. RICHLAND & SARAH DEER, INTRODUCTION TO 

TRIBAL LEGAL STUDIES (2004). 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=1429162
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1677775
http://ssrn.com/abstract=888806
http://ssrn.com/abstract=888783
http://ssrn.com/abstract=702571
http://ssrn.com/abstract=650945
http://ssrn.com/abstract=643184
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Narrating Pain: The Problem With Victim Impact Statements, 10 S. CAL. INTERDISC. 

L. J. 17 (2000). 

 

"If It Suffices to Accuse": United States v. Watts and the Reassessment of Acquittals, 

74 N.Y.U. L. REV. 887 (1999). 

 

Tremors on the Racial Fault Line? The Black Church Fires of 1996 (James B. Jacobs, 

co-author), 34 CRIM. L. BULLETIN 497 (1998). 

 

SHORTER WORKS: 

 

The Grim Sleeper and DNA: There’s much to be concerned about (op-ed), L.A. TIMES, 

July 10, 2010, available at http://articles.latimes.com/2010/jul/10/opinion/la-oe-joh-

dna-20100710. 

 

Review Essay, The Return of Banishment: Punishment and Policing (reviewing 

Katherine Beckett and Steve Herbert, Penal Boundaries: Banishment and the 

Expansion of Punishment, 35 LAW AND SOCIAL INQUIRY 1 (2010)), at 

http://crim.jotwell.com/the-return-of-banishment-punishment-and-policing/ (May 

2010). 

 

The ethics of DNA databasing (guest commentary), Economist.com, Mar. 20, 2009, 

available at http://www.economist.com/debate/days/view/290 . 

 

Katz v. United States, ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE SUPREME COURT (David S. Tanenhaus, 

ed., 2008). 

 

Review Essay, The Politics of Punishment, 10 PUNISHMENT & SOC’Y 479 (2008). 

 

Your Shed DNA: Up for Grabs?, INSIGHTS ON LAW AND SOCIETY, American Bar 

Association (Fall 2007). 

 

Policing Without the Police (invited submission), 34 SEARCH & SEIZURE L. REP. 57 

(2007). 

 

Private Policing, THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES (Routledge 2006). 

 

Private Policing: An Interpretive Guide (invited submission), 33 SEARCH & SEIZURE L. 

REP. 25 (2006). 

 

Private Policing: Unknown and Under-Regulated (invited submission), 32 SEARCH & 

SEIZURE L. REP. 33 (2005).   

 

EDUCATION 

 

New York University, Ph.D., Institute for Law and Society, 2004. 

Thesis: “Within the Law, Without the State, and For a Profit: The Rise of Private 

Policing” 

  Law and Society Association Graduate Student Workshop Grant, 1999 

 

http://ssrn.com/abstract=1677666
http://articles.latimes.com/2010/jul/10/opinion/la-oe-joh-dna-20100710
http://articles.latimes.com/2010/jul/10/opinion/la-oe-joh-dna-20100710
http://crim.jotwell.com/the-return-of-banishment-punishment-and-policing/
http://www.economist.com/debate/days/view/290
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New York University School of Law, J.D., magna cum laude, 2000. 

Order of the Coif 

Judge Abraham Lieberman Award for outstanding scholarship in criminal law 

New York University Law Review, Associate Editor 

Legal Scholarship Seminar (program acceptance and grant) 

Soros Justice Fellowship (3-year full tuition scholarship) 

 

Yale University, B.A., magna cum laude (Distinction in Literature),1994. 

Phi Beta Kappa 

Connecticut Poetry Circuit Prize (Yale Univ.) 

Academy of American Poets’ Prize (Yale Univ.) 

Edward Meeker Prize for Poetry (Yale Univ.) 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

Panelist, Technology, Change, and the Future of the Fourth Amendment, American 

Constitution Society National Convention, Washington, D.C. (June 18, 2010). 

 

DNA Theft: Recognizing the Crime of Nonconsensual DNA Collection and Analysis, 

Stanford Center for Law and Biosciences, Stanford Law School (May 27, 2010). 

 

Discretionless Policing, Center for Internet and Society, Stanford Law School (Feb. 

23, 2009). 

 

Breaking the Law to Enforce It, Stanford Law School Faculty Workshop (January 14, 

2009). 

 

Breaking the Law to Enforce It, U.C. Davis School of Law Faculty Workshop, Davis, 

CA (October 31, 2008). 

 

Abandoned DNA, Stanford Biolaw & Health Policy Society, Stanford, CA (October 28, 

2008). 

 

Imagining the Addict (symposium), Drugs: Addiction, Therapy, and Crime, 

University of Utah School of Law, Salt Lake City, UT (March  2008). 

 

Breaking the Law to Enforce It (invitation only forum), Windows into the Soul: 

Surveillance in an Age of High Technology, 2008 Hixon-Riggs Forum on Science, 

Technology and Society, Harvey Mudd College, Claremont, CA (March 2008) 

 

Abandoned DNA, State Legislative Network Conference (NACDL & ACLU of 

Northern California), San Francisco, CA (August 2, 2007) 

 

Abandoned DNA, Center for the Study of Law and Society, Boalt Hall School of Law 

(Oct. 9, 2006) 

 

Discretionless Policing, Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD 

(July 7, 2006) 

 

Private Policing, Privatization, deregulation and the democracy deficit symposium, 

Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, Las Vegas, NV (June 4, 2005) 

 

Reclaiming Abandoned DNA, Law and Society Association Annual Meeting, Las 

Vegas, NV (June 2, 2005) 
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Reclaiming Abandoned DNA, Association for Law, Culture, and Humanities, Austin, 

TX (Mar. 11, 2005) 

 

The Paradox of Private Policing, AALS Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA (Jan. 8, 

2005)   

 

UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

 

Academic Appeals Committee, Law School, 2006-07; 2010-11 

Admissions Committee, Law School, 2005-06; 2010-11 

Faculty Appointments Committee, Law School, 2009-10 

L.L.M. Admissions Committee, Law School, 2006-07 

Law School Representative, University Senate Library Committee, 2004-06 

Library Advisory Committee, Law School, 2003-05, 2007-08 (Chair) 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

 

Contributing Editor, Jotwell (http://jotwell.com/), 2010- 

Law and Society Association, Student Prize Committee, 2006-07; 2007-08 

Referee:  Law and Society Review 

Studies in Law, Politics, & Society 

Stanford University Press 

National Science Foundation, Law and Social Science Program 

 

GRANTS FOR RESEARCH 

 

New Faculty Research Grant, University of California, Davis, 2004  

Research Travel Grant, U.C. Davis Academic Senate, 2005-06 

Small Grant in Aid of Research, U.C. Davis Academic Senate Committee on  

Research, 2007-8, 09-10 

Summer Law Faculty Research Grant, 2003-10 

 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS     

 

Association of American Law Schools: Criminal Justice and Constitutional Law 

sections  

Law and Society Association 

 

TEACHING AND RESEARCH INTERESTS 

 

Criminal Law and Procedure 

Private Policing 

Law and Society 

Sociology of Punishment 

Criminal Sanctions 

History of Criminal Law 

Policing and Democratic Societies 

 

 

August 2010 

http://jotwell.com/

